DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
Church and the Jews will be loosened, that the Hungarian army
will become part of the German fighting-machine.
As there are 600,000 Germans in Hungary, and many of these
live in the western part, along the banks of the Danube, I expect
to see at least a strip of Hungary along the Danube pass, in some
form, into the actual possession of Germany. This may happen
in disguised form at* first — for instance, by the building of a
German-owned road to Budapest, then to be connected by another
German-owned road across Czechoslovakia to Breslau. But it
will happen.
This will not be a mortal blow for Hungary, as it was for Czecho-
slovakia. In Czechoslovakia the masses of the people felt that they
owned the state, the workers had good working conditions, a free
vote, their own parties, their own Press, trades unions; the peasants
owned their land; the result was a nation of freemen which burned
to j&ght for its land and its liberties.
In Hungary the position is quite different. There the masses
have never had this feeling. When a part of Czechoslovakia was
given to Hungary, at the order of Germany and Italy, the result
was an immediate political crisis in Hungary, because in those
recovered areas the peasants owned their land and the few
workers had known freedom, so that the entrenched ruling classes
in Budapest felt this to be an attack on their privileges, while the
suppressed Hungarian National Socialists hailed it as the coming
of the dawn.
They wanted to raise the rest of Hungary to the level of the newly
won areas; the embattlemented ruling class wanted to bring the
new areas ddwn to the level of the rest of Hungary. The masses in
that Hungary have never known freedom. The only changes in
their conditions of life for centuries have been a change of masters
— from Turk to German, from nobleman to the lesser gentry, the
Church and the Jews. If the new master is to be called Hungarian
National Socialism, and this master is to be the lieutenant of
German National Socialism, they do not greatly mind, if only
their conditions of life are improved at long last.
For you, the importance of this is that the Hungarian army will
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